











Rape pe pre eo ene oN mh AE 


1 November 1951 


AIDE MEMOIPE. FOR GENERAL VANDENBERG: 
SUBJECT: (Secret) U.S. Courses of Action in Korea 


1. To assist you in answering the questions which Mr. Lovett may raise on 
Friday, the following data is provided: 


ae Possible Question 


. What additional manpower or material is needed to achieve the present 
U.S. objectives in Korea? 


Recommended. Answer 


(1) No additional USAF manpower is required in Korea based on the 
above objectives; 

(2) FEAF has assigned or enroute all the material they need to meet 
present U.S. objectives. (An augmentation of FEAF's recon- 
naissance capabilities may be required.) 


b. Possible Question 


Should we attack hostile air bases in Manchuria and North China in 
“es of the continuous. Communist air build-up? 


Recommended Answer 





. (1) ‘The USAF can not logistically sustain an all-out air offensive 
: against hostile air bases in both North China and Manchuria at 
“this tine, 

(2) A minimum of some 45 bombers and 36 fighters would be lost in 
these attacks. These aircraft (and possibly crews) would be 
extremely difficult to replace at this time. 

(3) A selective air attack on certain Communist air bases (Tab 1) 
(particularly in the Antung area) could be sustained, with 
present FEAF forces, providing General Weyland's reconnaissance 
capability was improved. This selective air attack would per- 
mit UN air superiority in Korea to be maintained and allow the 
air interdiction program in North Korea to proceed unhampered. 


Ce Possible £ duestion 


Recommended. Answer 
Yes. _ 


d. Covert: Operations 
Possible mestion (ul 
Cari ‘covert operations (mining) against the Chinese Commmists be 
accelerated? 
. Recoumended Answer 


“You are familiar with operation STINKER which required two B-29 
' wings to successfully mine Chinese ports and inland waterways. This operation 
presupposed actions of an overt nature. On a smaller scale, using sterilized 
Be26éts 5 » it would be possible to mine four coastal Chinese ports. The Air Force 
is not'at present conducting clandestine or covert operations outside the war 
theater, however, the possibility exists for the GNAF on Formosa to conduct these 
sorties with full disclaim by the United States, 


‘e. Strategie Statement 
Th essence, General Ridgway should insure that plans are made now to 
maintain UN air: superiority in North Korea. These plans showld include the use of 
the Air Forces in Korea to reconnoitre or attack selected Commumist air bases in 
North China or Manchuria within General Weyland's capabilities. The decision to 
carry out the reconnaissance or the attacks should remain with the J.C.S. 
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MINING OPERATIONS AGAINST CHINESE TARGETS 


All principal ports and the three largest inland waterway systems 
of China are vulnerable to air attacks with currently available mines. 
China is dependent upon these water arteries for the essential distri- 
bution of food, raw materials, and finished goods, as well as for the 
importation of strategic items, many of which must be obtained from 
nations other than those in the Soviet bloc. Water is particularly 
important in the movement of petroleum products, all but a small frac+ 
tion of which mast be imported. In the past two years, the emphasis 
in coastal and international shipping has shifted to the North China 
ports. The Korean war and the orientation of Manchuria-North China into 
the Soviet Far Hastern orbit are prime factors for the greatly—increased 
cargo tonnages moving into northern ports at the expense of the southerm 
and central areas which formerly dominated Chinese shipping. 

The present capability of sterilized aircraft to deliver 20 
1000—pound mines per month (based on five B-26 missions every 30 days) 
is not sufficient to have significant effects upon the movement of war 

“materiel. Minefields generally are established initially with a much 
larger number of weapons, and are reatbacked at regular intervals, 

' usually weekly, to sustain the threat. The limited capability, however, 

“is adequate bo harass Chinese shipping in selected areas, the results 
of which would require continuous minesweeping and would generally slow 
and delay the passage of vessels. There also would be psychological 
implications, especially in the immediate region oe the mined ports, ae 
eehey tire -saeaace of vasseders To provide as mich protection as possible 
for the attacking aircraft--an element which seems to awershadow the purely 
covert aspects of such a mission--and at the same time, to spread the 


defense and thus, obtain great“overall effects prcdibmal eigen 
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mine a different target on exci iiission. 

Attacking aircraft would drop four mines in each target area. 
Thus, five ports per month could be mined. Such small attacks are 
not without precedent. In October 1943, two missions of one B-24 
each mined the channel of Haiphong, Indo-China. These sorties were 
so successful~-two ships were mine casualties and six of a convoy of 
10 ships unable to enter the blocked harbor were bombed or sunk~-—that 
- the Japanese forsook Haiphong for the rest of war as a port for large 
vessels, The Fourteenth Air Force continued one-to-four ec gaa 
' missions against the Yangtze with considerable success. 
In nominating targets for such attacks, the following factors 
( are pertinent: in order that both the aircraft and planted mines 
: éatape detection, approaches and the target run should be made at mini~ 
mum altitudes (200 to S00 feet) during periods of darkness and prefer- 
‘ ence should _ given to those targets relatively far removed from 
built-up areas and defense concentrations (radar, AAA, ete.); the 
' gmall number of mines dropped in each port requires that wherever 
possible, fairly heavily-traveled areas, preferably with restricted 
i ananneia; should be atbacked in order that ship casualties result as 
quickly as possible; once ships are sunk or damaged, a demolition cam-— 
paign staged by guerrillas against vessels in harbors and channels will 
tend to make the Chinese Communists think the mining effort is much more 
extensive than it actually is. Integrating these factors and also 
striking at the vital oil flow, initial target nominations should in- 


clude these areas: 





a... 








Target Coordinates 


Yangtze River Mouth* 31-10-00 N, 121-5410 
Taku (New Harbor Approach) 38-58-00 N, 117-47-00 E 
Yingkow Approaches 4O~31-30 MN,  122-00-00 E 
Amoy (Hsiamen) Approaches 2h-25-30 N, 1118-05-00 B 


*The mouth of the Yangtze, through which traffic to Shanghai and all 
river ports must pass, should be attacked with a two~plane mission 
(8 mines), if at all feasible, 
One further comment is necessary. To absolve the U.S. of possible 
international difficulties, the mines should be rebuilt ("sterilized") 
' go that all markings are removed. Another possibility is that Soviet 


aerial mines that have been captured in Korea could be modified for 


use in the available aircraft. 
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TARGETS NOMINATED FOR INITIAL ATTACK 


? 


TOP SECRET 


Seacrity fnformation 





adivostok. 


Gliy Petra Velikog® 


* 


“ a 
os 











